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Leipzig Mendelssohn Prize 2009
In the Mendelssohn Anniversary

Year 2009 many music lovers took the
opportunity to visit Leipzig and the
Mendelssohn House – one very wel-
come occasion was the Mendelssohn
Gala on 2nd February 2009. 

Once again the Leipzig Gewand-
haus was the host, with a Celebration
Concert given to a packed audience 
by the Gewandhaus Orchestra with 
the outstanding piano virtuoso and
Mendelssohn admirer Lang Lang, 
under the direction of Maestro Riccar-
do Chailly – which was the great occa-
sion to honour this year's Leipzig
Mendelssohn Prize-winners.

Unfortunately, former Federal
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt was unab-
le for health reasons to receive his pri-
ze in person on this evening – his
“Laudator” Justus Franz later presen-
ted it to him at home. The two other
Mendelssohn Prize-winners – the con-
ductor and Gewandhaus Kapellmeister
Riccardo Chailly and the actor Armin
Mueller-Stahl – received their deserved
awards from Ornella Muti and Geraldine
Chaplin respectively. These read out 
the laudations with fulsome praise for
“their” prize-winners and artistic col-

leagues at festive dinner in the Mendels-
sohn Room following the concert.

Helmut Schmidt was honoured in
the Social Engagement Category for his
services in the spirit of Felix
Mendelssohn Bartholdy, for example for
developing understanding between
peoples through the medium of music.
Gewandhaus Kapellmeister Riccardo
Chailly received the Mendelssohn Prize
2009 in the Music Category. Since his
opening concert for the 2005/2006 sea-
son he has given prominence to the
compositions of his distant predecessor

as Gewandhaus Kapellmeister, confir-
ming this with numerous CD recor-
dings. 

In the Visual Arts Category the 
Jury selected the multi-talented artist
Armin Mueller-Stahl – he is not only an
actor, his deep love of music and pain-
ting with roots in nature linking him
with Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy. 

The financial benefits of the 
evening will be used to support the 
work of the Foundation – for which our
grateful thanks!

Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy Foundation
Information

MMeemmbbeerrss ooff tthhee KKuurraattoorriiuumm SSuuppppoorrtteerrss’’ CCiirrccllee FFrriieennddss’’ CCiirrccllee
Dr Wulff Aengevelt
Tomoko Masur und Prof. Kurt Masur Dr Jürgen Friedel
Hélène Mercier-Arnault Ulrike Krill de Capello
Professor Hermann Rauhe Karin Martin
Minister Wolfgang Tiefensee Dr Clauss Riedberg
Emiko Tsuji Heide Schwarzweller Elisabeth Augereau
Kurt Viermetz Dr Undine Nash Elke Weber-Braun

                 



Pictures of the Mendelssohn GalaS. 2

The Prize-winners and their charming “Laudatores”: Italian actress Ornella Muti and Gewandhaus
Kapellmeister Maestro Riccardo Chailly; 
Geraldine Chaplin and her artistic colleague Armin Mueller-Stahl with the Leipzig Mendelssohn Prize
2009 

Mayor Burkhard Jung and his wife meet Sebastian
Krumbiegel, one of the members of “Die Prinzen”
from Leipzig

Pianist Lang Lang (soloist of the evening concert), Generalbundesanwältin Monika Harms and Gewandhaus Director Andreas Schulz; right: Prize-winner of the
year 2008 Peter Sloterdijk, with German Star Cook Sarah Wiener.
Again Armin Mueller-Stahl, Lang Lang and Geraldine Chaplin in the Mendelssohn Hall of the Gewandhaus;
The dinner was cooked by Dieter Müller (3 stars) of the Schloßhotel Lerbach.

  



Concert on 14th June S. 3

A further splendid event in the fra-
mework of the Mendelssohn Anniver-
sary Year 2009 took place in the
Mendelssohn House on 14th June. The
President of the Felix-Mendelssohn-
Bartholdy-Foundation, Professor Kurt
Masur, and the Chairman of the Board,
Mayor Burkhard Jung, invited guests
to a Benefit Evening, at which the
world-famous violinist Anne-Sophie
Mutter, the pianist and composer Sir
André Previn and the 'cellist Lynn
Harrell had agreed to give a concert in
support of the Mendelssohn House.
The programme consisted of Men-
delssohn's Piano Trio No. 1 in d minor
opus 49, and Mozart's Piano Trio 
KV 502. The concert given by the 
three world-stars provided very 
special enjoyment. The trio interpre-
ted the music in complete stylistic 
harmony, completely focussed on the
works and their composers, and with
breathtaking beauty. This joyous 
performance was greeted with thun-
derous applause and a standing ova-
tion.

After the concert everyone moved
to the Gardenhouse, where the Foun-
dation's President had invited them to
join him for a festive menu created by
the Leipzig Hotel Fürstenhof, and to 
listen to stimulating speeches.

The Patron of the Benefit Evening
was Thomas de Maizière, Minister 
from the Federal Chancellery, who gave
a personal and moving speech about

Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy before
the concert. 

A surprise guest was Queen Silvia
of Sweden, who wished to please
Maestro Kurt Masur with her unplan-
ned arrival – a successful Royal joke.
Other guests for the evening included
the publisher Friede Springer, Ann-
Katrin Bauknecht, Beate Middel-
schulte, Maren Otto, the Mayor of
Leipzig Burkhard Jung, Neo Rauch,
Kurt Biedenkopf – all of whom through
their generous donations contributed
to the extraordinary success of the 
evening and its objectives.

The Mendelssohn House and its 
team with Director Jürgen Ernst orga-
nised the outstanding musical and 
social elements of the event, in close
cooperation with former Cultural
Mayor of Leipzig Dr Georg Girardet.

In his welcoming speech Professor
Kurt Masur expressed his great plea-
sure that in the Mendelssohn Anni-
versary Year 2009 so many leading
figures from the worlds of culture, eco-
nomics and politics had found their
way to Leipzig, each in his or her way
honouring the great 19th century
master Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy.
He spoke of the work of the Felix-
Mendelssohn-Bartholdy-Foundation,
and explained the purpose of the 
evening's fund-raising – to focus on
two very important projects of the
Mendelssohn House. 

The first project would be to acqui-
re a comprehensive collection of
Mendelssohn first editions, in order to
support the Museum's work, and above
all research work by the Mendelssohn
House and other institutions. This is the
largest and most complete collection 
that has yet been put together, and 
would particularly enhance research 
into comparing and completing compo-
sitions. Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy
was especially keen on supervising the
printing of his works with his publis-
hers in Germany, England or France.
Thus, we can find in the first printed
editions indications for example of 
tempi markings and dynamics, accor-
ding to the composer's ideas. In addi-
tion, he – never satisfied – often made
further changes, so that different ear-
ly editions of the same work in France
or England can be somewhat bewilde-
ring for the present-day user. This is
highly important and interesting for
researchers. 

However, this is only a part of the
project. In the context of better usa-
ge and publication of valuable archive 

Director Jürgen Ernst welcoming Queen Silvia of
Sweden in the Mendelssohn House

Maestro Kurt Masur – surprised and pleased by
the Queen’s joke

  



Impressions of the concertS. 4

Picture above: Queen Silvia of Sweden, Beate
Middelschulte, the publisher Friede Springer und
Barbara Groth in the music salon of the museum

Pictures left, above: There was time for talks befo-
re the concert in the music salon – Queen Silvia of
Sweden, Leipzig Mayor Burkhard Jung and his wife
and the painter Neo Rauch discussed long and
intensive

middle: The former president of the Freistaat
Sachsen Professor Kurt Biedenkopf, Maren Otto
and the publisher Friede Springer (from left) talked
about their impressions after looking round the
museum.

below: Jürgen Ernst, Director of the Mendelssohn
House, is explaining some details of the historical
site for Queen Silvia of Sweden, Beate
Middelschulte and Ute Petersen-Schulz.

Picture below: Maestro Kurt Masur and Queen
Silvia of Sweden

  



Continuation of page 3: 
material, there has been much discus-
sion in recent years of the digitalisati-
on of museum assets. If the Mendels-
sohn House were able to acquire this
big collection, it could make these rare
editions available to a wider public on
a cost-effective basis, for example
through the internet.

Thus, a part of the funds realised
at the 14th June event would contri-
bute to the money needed to acquire
this unique collection.

The second current project of the
Felix-Mendelssohn-Bartholdy-Foun-
dation would be to acquire a rare 
historical piano made in the work-
shop of Johann Nepomuk Tröndlin, a
Leipzig piano-maker. This well-preser-
ved and cared-for “Hammerflügel” was
built between 1828 and 1830.

Although it is not widely known,
there was a close relationship between
Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy and
Johann Nepomuk Tröndlin, arising 
from Mendelssohn's time in Leipzig
as Gewandhaus Kapellmeister. Men-
delssohn generally valued and prefer-

Rare prints and an old piano S. 5

red pianos from English makers, but
in this case he was so impressed by
the excellent quality of this local pro-
duction from Tröndlin's workshop 
that he acquired many of the instru-
ments for the Leipzig Gewandhaus –
for the concerts and the rehearsals. It
has been established that those 
pianos continued to be played until
the 1860s. According to experts,
Leipzig piano-making by the Tröndlin
workshop can be compared in impor-
tance with piano-making in Vienna.

It is estimated that there are only
12 and at most 15 Tröndlin pianos in
existence in the world today. If it is
possible to acquire this valuable 
historical piano for the Mendelssohn
House, an instrument which is cur-
rently not being played, could bring
the particularly rich sounds of the 
19th century to a wider public.

The 14th June event was unforget-
table, and was a great success in every
respect. However, we still do not have
the complete funds necessary for 
these projects. Therefore, we should
be extremely grateful for further 
donations.

The rare historical piano from the Leipzig Tröndlin
workshop; this instrument with its typical 19th cen-
tury sound could be used also in the salon con-
certs of the Mendelssohn House in Leipzig

First prints of Mendelssohn’s compositions; there
are more than 730 printed scores in the unique
complete collection – well-preserved and stored
in special boxes.

Pictures above: The Patron of the evening, Dr.
Thomas de Maizière, speaking about Felix
Mendelssohn Bartholdy.
World stars after a wonderful concert: Lynn
Harrell, Anne-Sophie Mutter and Sir André Previn,
(from left) – flowers and a standing ovation for
very impressive interpretations of Mendelssohn’s
and Mozart’s works.

  



Names and FactsS. 6

Donors and Supporters since December 2008 Imprint

Dr Georg Girardet retires
At the last meeting of the Board of the Felix-Mendelssohn-Bartholdy-Foundation on 26th May 2009 the former Cultural

Mayor of Leipzig Dr Georg Girardet, who had represented the Lord Mayor on the Board since its inception, bade farewell
as he took his well-earned retirement. Lord Mayor Burkhard Jung in a heartfelt speech thanked him for his long-standing
involvement and for his constructive and very valuable work on the Board. Maestro Kurt Masur also wished Dr Girardet
well on behalf of all Board members, friends, supporters and colleagues. In a short speech he looked back on the diffi-
cult beginnings, and the hard-won progress which had significantly improved the situation both for the Foundation and
for the Mendelssohn House.

The successor to Dr Girardet and thus the Lord Mayors's representative on the Foundation's Board is Mayor Michael
Faber, who was recently elected to the office of Cultural Councillor. 

Generous donations were made to the Felix-Mendelssohn-Bartholdy-Foundation, also
in the first months of 2009. Grateful thanks are due to the following contributors
Aengevelt Immobilien GmbH & Co. KG

Albrecht Hartke Consult Financial Service

Herrn Alfonso Aijón

Bahlsen GmbH & Co. KG

Frau Ann-Katrin Bauknecht 

Beton & Rohrbau C.-F. Thymian GmbH Leipzig

Bilfinger Berger AG

Frau Dr. Brigitta Bittner

Bugovics Industries GmbH

Frau Manuela Carpi-Groth

Maestro Riccardo Chailly

Climatech Montage GmbH

Herrn Dr. Marcus Conrad

Christoph Porsch Unternehmensberatung

Deutsche Bundesbank Leipzig

Deutsche Post AG

EnBW Energie Baden-Württemberg AG

Herrn Dr. Georg Flascha

Gemeinschaft der Mitglieder 

des Gewandhausorchesters

Herrn Dr. Ernst Giese

GRK Holding AG

Frau Prof. Monika Harms

Herrn Lynn Harrell

Hildebrand & Jürgens GmbH

Huber Difraktionstechnik GmbH & Co. KG

Herrn Michael Heesen

INA-Holding Schaeffler KG

Inventis Leasing GmbH & Co. KG

Herrn Reiner Kern

KPMG Deutsche Treuhand-Gesellschaft AG

Frau Dr. Pia und Herrn Klaus Krone

Herrn Dr. Peter Krüger

Leipziger Verlags- und Druckerei GmbH

Frau Beate Middelschulte

Frau Verena und Herrn Hans-Christoph 

von Mitschke-Collande 

» President: Prof. Kurt Masur

» Chairman Mayor

of the Board: Burkhard Jung

» Substitute: Michael Faber

» Board: Dr. Peter Krüger

Tomoko Masur

Prof. Andreas Schulz

» Member

of the Board: Dr. Werner Martin

» Director: Jürgen Ernst

» Representative UK: Desmond Cecil (London)

Address

» Mendelssohn-Haus Leipzig

» Goldschmidtstraße 12, 04103 Leipzig

» Telephone: +49 (0) 341-1 27 02 94
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» Internet: www.mendelssohn-stiftung.de
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Herrn Prof. Friedrich-Wilhelm Mohr

Herrn Dr. Hans Moll

Herrn Thomas Müller

Frau Anne-Sophie Mutter

Mumm Dr. Söffge & Coll. Rechtsanwälte

Herrn Ernst-Otto Nedelmann

Herrn Dr. Manfred Neldner

Frau Birgitt Nilsson

Frau Hiltrud Oberwelland und 

Herrn Ulrich Schäffer

Herrn Dr. Arend Oetker

Ostdeutscher Sparkassenverband

Frau Maren Otto

Porsche Leipzig GmbH

Sir André Previn

Quirin Bank AG

Salans LLP Germany

Herrn Harald Salomon

santos GmbH

Saxonia Media Filmproduktion GmbH

Frau Gisela und Herrn Harald von Schenk

Frau Dr. Erika Schwalbe-Riel 

Frau Britta und Herrn Joachim Simmroß 

Soundbay Communications Ltd.

Sparkassenversicherung Sachsen

Frau Dr. Friede Springer 

Ströer Deutsche Städte Medien GmbH

Talanx AG 

Telepool GmbH Leipzig

Tex.KON Handels GmbH

TRIPLE A GmbH

Herrn Kurt F. Viermetz

VNG-Verbundnetz Gas AG

Volpina Hausverwaltungen

Frau Silke Wagler

Frau Minni Weber-Henschel und Klaus Weber

Herrn Dr. Peter Wolf

    


